250              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
He made twelve great divisions 19
And ordered the battalions,
Composed of valiant men whose worth
Had no superior on earth,
And whose hearts were intent to serve
Their God, nor ever flinch nor swerve.
The vanguard was by Templars manned 5
In the rear the Hospital took stand.
Methinks Bretons and Angevins
Followed the van, then came the prince,                              6,i50
King Guy, with soldiers from Poitou
(I am assured that this is true) ;
The Normans and the Englishmen,
Who bore the dragon, folio wed 5 then,
Following these, the Hospital
In the rear guard rode last of all.
The rear guard that day was composed
Of noble barons, and they closed
Their ranks in serried companies,
Riding together in such wise                                                 6,16.*
That were an apple 'mongst them cast
It could not but strike man or beast.
And it extended from the host
Of Saracens down to the coast.
There had ye seen fair banners wave
And men with countenances brave.
THE   LEADERS  OF THE  HOST
Ye had seen the count of Leicester there,
Who would not have been otherwhere;
And there was Hugh de Gurnay20 found
Whose men were well famed and renowned;                        6,170
William de Borris,21 who was reared
19 The Itinerarium (p. 260) says in five divisions.
20 Hugh de Gurnay held a large border fief in Normandy and also lands at Wen-
dover, Bocks. He was given the custody of Richard's prisoners at Acre. (Siedschlag,
p. 117, no. 565 and S. Painter.)
21 William de Borris is identified by G. Paris as a Norman knight who is referred